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Music Cities Forum is a 
regional version of our global 
Music Cities Convention, 
the biggest global event 
exploring the use and 
importance of music in 
the development of cities 
all around the world.

Music Cities Forum looks at regional, national 
and international best practices on the use 
of music – and all its variants – to improve 
city life, bringing together experts and 
industry professionals to explore the role and 
impact of music across education, economic 
development, health, community building, 
placemaking, tourism, future cities and more.

Music Cities Events, Sonic Unyon, the City 
of Hamilton, and Supercrawl Productions 
are proud to present the fourth global 
edition of Music Cities Forum, and to 
welcome you to Bridgeworks for two 
days of talks, presentations, live music 
and networking opportunities.

WHAT IS MUSIC CITIES FORUM?



Music enhances economic 
development, creates jobs 
and drives tourism. Music 
policy and strategy help 
build global, vibrant cities.
Music Cities Events organises world‑leading 
international conferences on the topic 
of music cities, produces the leading 
international awards ceremony on music 
cities, and runs the Music Cities Community, 
the first‑ever platform for professionals 
in all industries using music to create 
more value in towns, cities & places.

Our next confirmed events are:

Music Tourism Convention 
Cape Breton Island, Canada 
October 5‑7, 2022

Music Cities Convention 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA 
November 2‑5, 2022

Music Tourism Convention 
Cleveland, Mississippi, USA 
April 11‑14, 2023

Join us and use the code “HAMILTON20” 
for an extra 20% off your ticket.

MUSIC CITIES EVENTS



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH

6:00-9:00PM 
OFFICIAL OPENING RECEPTION
Food, Drinks & Live Music

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH

9:15-10:00AM Registration

10:00-10:20AM 
OFFICIAL WELCOME
Siena Beacham, Marketing Manager, 
Music Cities Events (USA/Spain)

Lisa La Rocca, Director of Operations, 
Sonic Unyon Records (ON, Canada)

10:20-10:50AM PRESENTATION 1
How Hamilton Inspired My Work 
and How I’m Giving Back
Presented by: Mark Sasso, Musician, 
Elliott Brood (ON, Canada) 

Hamilton is home to a vibrant music scene 
and a top destination for music employment 
in Canada. The city’s music ecosystem is also 
the 6th largest cluster of music businesses 
in the country and hosts more independent 
musicians per capita than many top tier cities 
worldwide. There is no doubt that Hamilton 
is a very exciting place to build a career as 
a professional artist. Today we are lucky to 
be hearing more about it from Mark Sasso, a 
successful, Hamilton‑based musician whose 
career has been closely linked to the city’s 

vibrant scene. In this presentation he will tell 
us everything about how the local music 
community and resources have contributed 
to his career development, and how he’s 
continuing to nurture this relationship as his 
artistic work keeps expanding everyday.

10:50-11:40AM PANEL 1 
City Magnetism: Retaining 
and Attracting Young People 
and Workforce Through a 
Vibrant Cultural Sector
Debbie Spence (moderator), Business/
Sector Development Consultant, Creative 
Industries, City of Hamilton (ON, Canada)

Fred Eisenberger, Mayor,  
City of Hamilton (ON, Canada)

Jonathan Bunce, Artistic/Executive 
Director, Wavelength Music (ON, Canada)

Andrew Cash, President and CEO, 
Canadian Independent Music 
Association (CIMA) (ON, Canada)

Amber Hamilton, Executive Director, 
Memphis Music Initiative (TN, USA)

Access to music and culture can be one of 
the main factors that drive people to live 
in urban areas. A rich music and cultural 
scene can make someone choose a city 
over another, and encourage them to 
stay longer. Understanding these factors 
and capitalising on them is therefore 
fundamental for any city looking to grow, 
improve and become more competitive. 
In this panel we’ve gathered experts that 
advocate for and work towards a vibrant 
cultural sector to share insights on how to 
attract talent and investment to a destination.

SCHEDULE



11:40AM-12:05PM PRESENTATION 2 
Music & Mental Health: 
Protecting Our Musicians
Presented by:

Ace Piva, Executive Director,  
Over The Bridge (ON, Canada)

Being a professional musician can 
bring many exciting experiences and 
rewarding opportunities, yet this emotional 
rollercoaster can also lead to intense pitfalls 
that can cause burn out. Over the past 
couple of years, several studies pointed 
out that the vast majority of independent 
music makers are likely to suffer from 
symptoms of mental illness such as 
anxiety and depression. How can the 
music industry work towards preventing 
and treating mental illness among music 
makers? To find out more about this, join 
us for this presentation with Ace Piva, a 
certified addiction worker committed 
to the music industry community since 
1996, as well as co‑founder and Executive 
Director of Over The Bridge, an organisation 
working steadily on mental health and 
recovery within the music industry.

12:05-1:30PM Lunch Break

1:30-2:20PM PANEL 2 
Night Time Transit: Busier 
Venues and Safer Audiences
Kerry Jarvi (moderator), 
Executive Director, Downtown 
Hamilton BIA (ON, Canada)

Tammy Fox, Executive Director, 
The Burlington Performing 
Arts Centre (ON, Canada)

Matt Petersen, Programs Manager, 
Transit Matters (MA, USA)

Sophia Chue, Secretary, Entertainment 
Commission, City of Detroit (MI, USA)

Having a thriving night time economy can 
bring many benefits to a city. It can create 
jobs and be a strong driver for tourism. It can 
also revitalise public spaces and enhance 
the sense of belonging for local citizens. 
Nevertheless, creating vibrant cities after 
dark doesn’t happen overnight, as several 
aspects, policies, industries and stakeholders 
are at play. Besides issues such as public 
lighting, noise, operating hours and labour 
conditions, public transportation plays a key 
role, as its availability is crucial for making 
night‑time activities safe and possible. Let’s 
explore how different cities are tackling 
night‑time transportation and how transit 
at night could be planned in synergy with 
a place’s music and cultural offering.

SCHEDULE



2:20-2:45PM PRESENTATION 3 
Save Our Stages: Ensuring 
Independent Venues’ 
Long‑Term Sustainability
Presented by: Jesse Hartke,  
Owner, Hartke Presents (KS, USA)

When the pandemic shut down live 
entertainment, music venues saw their 
revenues plummet as much as 90% as their 
traditional small profit margins were erased 
once lockdown measures limited people 
from attending live music events. Jessie 
Hartke will provide insights on the lessons 
learnt as a Kansas‑based independent 
music advocate and entrepreneur who 
was able to navigate through these difficult 
times, as well as discuss how cities can 
contribute to ensuring independent 
venues’ long term sustainability.

2:45-3:35PM PANEL 3 
Safe Spaces & Inclusivity In Music
Sarah Falzon (moderator), 
Associate, Taylor Oballa Murray 
Leyland LLP (ON, Canada)

Steven D. Hilliard, Founder, House 
of Adam and Steve (ON, Canada)

Keziah (Myers) Carter, Executive 
Director, ADVANCE Canada's Black Music 
Business Collective (ON, Canada)

Claire Barnett, Executive Director, 
UN Women UK (UK)

From gender‑balanced lineups to a 
more diverse representation of artists 
on stage, the music industry has taken 
important steps towards a more inclusive 
environment. In this panel discussion, we 

will look beyond the stage and into the 
crowd to see how music can be a tool 
to create safe and inclusive spaces for 
vulnerable or under‑represented groups by 
discussing venue safety campaigns, inclusive 
programming, collectives and more.

3:35-3:50PM Coffee Break

3:50-4:40PM PANEL 4 
The Role of Music Events and 
Festivals On Tourism, City 
Branding and Local Culture
Mike Tanner (moderator),  
Music Sector Development Officer, 
City of Toronto (ON, Canada)

Tim Potocic, Director, 
Supercrawl (ON, Canada)

Gregory Peddie, Supervisor,  
Corporate Events & Protocol,  
City of Brampton (ON, Canada)

Anders Kastrup Christensen, Head of 
Partnerships, Distortion Festival (Denmark) 

Reese (Marissa) Tanimura, Managing 
Director, Northwest Folklife (WA, USA) 

Music festivals and other special events 
can play a central role in tourism 
development. What goes into planning a 
festival that reflects the true culture of a 
place and  is appealing for both citizens 
and tourists? In this panel we are joined 
by Canadian and international experts 
to discuss the contribution of music 
events on city branding and local culture, 
looking at aspects such as funding, 
marketing strategies, programming, 
community engagement and more.

SCHEDULE



4:40-5:40PM ROUNDTABLE 
Find Your Community
Led by:

Astrid Hepner, CEO & Founder,  
Hamilton Music Collective (ON, Canada)

Music plays an important role within cities, 
one that extends beyond entertainment. 
Music is part of a city’s identity and soul, it 
can contribute to wellbeing, provide safe 
spaces and bring communities together. 
In today’s roundtable we’ll be exploring 
personal and professional experiences 
that show the role music has played 
in promoting the social, cultural and 
economic development of the places our 
participants come from, with the goal 
to identify next steps to further harness 
the power of music in creating better, 
safer and more vibrant communities.

5:40-5:45PM  
CLOSING REMARKS
Presented by:

Siena Beacham, Marketing Manager,  
Music Cities Events (USA/Spain)

Lisa La Rocca, Director of Operations, 
Sonic Unyon Records (ON, Canada)

5:45PM-LATE  
OFFICIAL CLOSING RECEPTION 
@ MERIT BREWING
Presented by Tourism Hamilton

We are thrilled to be welcoming all Music 
Cities Forum delegates to MERIT for a 
special closing reception, presented by 
Tourism Hamilton. The evening will feature 
delicious food and drinks, as well as a 
special backstage tour of the Supercrawl 
Festival site, located right next to MERIT. 

A complimentary shuttle service will be 
operating between Bridgeworks and MERIT.

9-11 SEPTEMBER 2022

ALL DAY  
Supercrawl:  
Hamilton’s Music + Arts Festival
All Music Cities Forum delegates 
receive VIP access to the festival

Supercrawl is Hamilton’s premier multi‑arts 
festival, fusing new and independent music 
with art installations, fashion, performance, 
literature, theatre, and artisanal craft. 
Supercrawl’s diverse multidisciplinary 
program of sound, performance, visual and 
media arts is staged along a pedestrian‑only 
creative corridor in the heart of downtown.

SCHEDULE



Music Tourism Convention  
is coming to Canada  
for the first time!
The world’s most extensive conference bringing 
together the music and tourism sectors to 
explore how music impacts, benefits and 
improves tourism offers, branding, partnership 
development and economic development. 

5‑7 October 2022 
Sydney, Cape Breton Island

For more info and tickets visit: www.musiccitiesevents.com/cape-breton

Use the code HAMILTON20 to save an extra 20% off your ticket
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Music Cities  
Awards 2022

APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2023 EDITION 
WILL OPEN AT THE END OF THIS YEAR

TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE VISIT 
MUSICCITIESEVENTS.COM/AWARDS

PRESENTED BY VISIT BENTONVILLE

The Music Cities Awards is a 
global competition designed to 
acknowledge and reward the most 
outstanding applications of music 
for economic, social, environmental 
and cultural development in cities 
and places all around the world.
After two successful virtual editions 
in 2020 and 2021, the Music Cities 
Awards are back with a special 
live ceremony taking place on 
November 4th, 2022 as part of the 
Tulsa Music Cities Convention.

https://www.musiccitiesevents.com/awards


ACE PIVA,  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
OVER THE BRIDGE (ON, CANADA)

Ace Piva, a certified 
addictions worker 
who's been committed 
to the music industry 
community since 1996; 
Ace knows the ins and 
outs of the road and 

its associated pressures and struggles. He's 
been there as a musician, tour manager, 
sound engineer, stage manager, production 
manager, addictions recovery coach and 
mental health advocate. Over the last five 
years, Piva has been the co‑founder and 
Executive Director, of Over The Bridge. 
Today, his goals are to create and continue 
the conversation about mental health 
and recovery in the music community.

AMBER HAMILTON,  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS 
MUSIC INITIATIVE (TN, USA)

Amber Hamilton is 
a seasoned leader, 
coach and trainer with 
expertise in leadership 
strategies and nonprofit 
management.

She has worked at 
Fannie Mae in its Office of Community 
Giving, as a senior manager directing 
the employee volunteer program and 
overseeing grants to community partners. 
Amber went on to lead a national group of 
nonprofits during her tenure at Rebuilding 
Together, where she served as a vice 
president overseeing 165 local affiliates.

Amber served as the Interim CEO of 
the Soulsville Foundation in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Currently, she serves as the 
Executive Director for the Memphis Music 
Initiative. She is also an active board member 
for the Mid South Peace and Justice Center.

Amber has a B. A. in political science 
from Howard University, a master's 
degree in executive leadership from 
Georgetown University, and a certification 
in executive coaching from Georgetown.

SPEAKERS



ANDERS KASTRUP CHRISTENSEN,  
HEAD OF PARTNERSHIPS,  
DISTORTION FESTIVAL (DENMARK)

I have focused my 
work life on creating 
frameworks that bring 
people together in new 
communities. Whether 
it's within architecture, 
the nightlife, planning 

urban space or creating street parties. 
Success in my worklife has always depended 
on whether we connect people or not.

Distortion is one of Northern Europe's 
biggest street parties and a well renowned 
festival for electronic music. My role is 
to develop the commercial part of the 
event as well as navigate in local interests 
represented in the city council. My most 
important task is to show stakeholders 
that street parties that bring all kinds of 

people together is beneficial for the city.

ANDREW CASH, PRESIDENT AND CEO, 
CANADIAN INDEPENDENT MUSIC 
ASSOCIATION (CIMA) (ON, CANADA)

Andrew Cash is the 
President and CEO 
of the Canadian 
Independent Music 
Association (CIMA), 
the voice of Canada's 
independent music 

sector. As a Member of Parliament from 
2011 to 2015 Cash championed the music 
sector while raising awareness of the 
realities of making a living in Canada as 
an arts and culture worker. He continued 
this mission post‑Parliament, co‑founding 
the non‑profit Urban Worker Project.

As a singer/songwriter, producer and 
performer Cash spent 25 years touring 
and recording, first in the post punk band 
L'Etranger, followed by a successful solo 
career; as well as several collaborations 
including the Cash Brothers with Peter 
Cash, Skydiggers and Jason Collett. 
He has created soundtrack music for 
television, including as series composer 
for Dragons Den. Cash has released over 
a dozen records and his contributions as 
an artist have earned him a Juno award 
and three SOCAN awards. His music can 
be found at https://andrewcash.net.

SPEAKERS



ASTRID HEPNER,  
CEO & FOUNDER, HAMILTON MUSIC 
COLLECTIVE (ON, CANADA)

Originally a professional 
saxophonist and 
educator from 
Cologne, Germany, 
Astrid Hepner founded 
the Hamilton Music 
Collective in 2008 

shortly after moving to Hamilton from 
New York City. A trained musician, Astrid 
has performed with Latin music legends 
Tito Puente and Celia Cruz and regularly 
performed at the NYC downtown club 
Knitting Factory with her band Astrid Hepner 
& Funkmeister. As a record executive she 
worked with world‑class artists including 
Norah Jones, Sir Simon Rattle, Wynton 
Marsalis and Al Green at major record 
companies in NYC (Blue Note Records, 
BMG Classics, ECM Records). Astrid Hepner 
studied Musicology at the University of 
Cologne and earned her Master's degree 
in Performing Arts from The Folkwang 
School in Essen, Germany. She also holds 
a diploma in Cultural Management. Astrid 
is the recipient of the 2013 YWCA Hamilton 
Women of Distinction Award and the 2018 
City of Hamilton Arts Innovation Award.

CLAIRE BARNETT,  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
UN WOMEN UK (UK)

Claire Barnett is an 
award‑winning leader 
and campaigner 
for gender equality. 
Currently she 
serves as Executive 
Director of UN 

Women UK, where she has created 
flagship campaign 'Safe Spaces Now', 
transforming public spaces to prevent 
sexual harassment and improve safety for 
women, girls and marginalised people.

Prior to joining UN Women UK, Claire 
led work on gender equality at McKinsey, 
including as an author of The Power of 
Parity – examining the macroeconomic 
effect of accelerating gender equality on 
UK GDP. She has advised global business 
leaders on topics from strategy to ESG to 
ethics, and has worked to further women's 
rights from microfinance in Brazil to 
access to social protection for UK youth. 

SPEAKERS



Members
Profiles include Cultural Advisor, 
Artist Manager, Music Industry 
CEO, Music Office Executive 
Director, Head of UNESCO City of 
Music, Head of Projects, Head of 
Marketing, Production Manager, 
Professor, Event Director, Diversity 
& Inclusion Director, and more.

The Official Event Group 
is hosted on the Music 
Cities Community, an online 
platform where music cities 
professionals meet.  
Our members include people 
in every profession and 
sector using music to create 
more value in towns and 
cities all over the world.

You can join the Official Event 
Group and the Community 
for free. We also have paid 
plan subscriptions which 
include benefits such as 
access to all past in-person 
and online event recordings, 
ticket discounts, advertising 
opportunities and more.

To sign up to the Community, please visit musiccitiescommunity.com

MUSIC  
CITIES 
COMMUNITY

Join the Official Event Group and connect with 
other Music Cities Forum delegates online: Join Here

https://www.musiccitiescommunity.com/
https://www.musiccitiescommunity.com/groups/6365628/feed


DEBBIE SPENCE,  
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT, 
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES (ON, CANADA)

Debbie Spence is a 
Business Development 
Consultant at the 
City of Hamilton 
who assists with the 
retention, attraction, 
and expansion of the 

Creative Industries Sector. Debbie led the 
2019 Sector Profile Report for the Creative 
Industries that utilized Stats Canada data and 
local focus groups to help better understand 
the strengths, gaps, trends, and opportunities 
to help support this sector. In addition to her 
experience working directly with businesses, 
Debbie was the staff co‑lead for the initial 
Open for Business Sub‑Committee; holds a 
certificate in Economic Development from 
the Economic Developers Association of 
Canada; a Green Belt in LEAN Six Sigma; 
and certificate in Public Participation.

FRED EISENBERGER,  
MAYOR, CITY OF HAMILTON  
(ON, CANADA)

Mayor Fred Eisenberger 
was born in Amsterdam 
and came to Canada 
with his family when 
he was eight years old, 
settling in Hamilton.

Fred is currently 
serving his third four‑year term as mayor. 
Previously, he served as a member of 
Hamilton council, as chair of the Hamilton 
Port Authority, and as president and chief 
executive of the Canadian Urban Institute, 
where he was involved in the development 
of leading‑edge, progressive urban policy.

During Fred's tenure as mayor, Hamilton 
was named by the Conference Board of 
Canada for having Canada's most‑diversified 
economy and in both 2018 and 2020, 
the Intelligent Community Forum named 
Hamilton one of the World's Top7 Intelligent 
communities. Hamilton's transformation 
has been notable. A national advanced 
manufacturing hub, with burgeoning life 
sciences and food processing sectors; strong 
education and research institutions; and 
creative industries that are attracting new 
economic investment and vitality to the city.

Fred is focused on achieving continued 
growth and prosperity as well as protecting 
our environment. He was instrumental in 
declaring a climate emergency in Hamilton, 
ensuring Syrian refugees were welcomed 
and settled in the city, and for putting 
forward a $50‑million proposal to improve 
affordable housing and reduce poverty.

SPEAKERS



GREGORY PEDDIE, SUPERVISOR, 
CORPORATE EVENTS & PROTOCOL, 
CITY OF BRAMPTON (ON, CANADA)

Greg Peddie was 
raised in Brampton 
Ontario and took a 
keen interest in cultural 
activitiesas a youth 
into adulthood where 
he's made a career 

in enhancing community pride and 
increasing the integration of a bottom‑up 
approach in municipal festivals and special 
events. This includes a wide spectrum of 
festivals, events and sponsorship programs 
harmonized with marketing strategies that 
deliver high quality outcomes to serve 
Brampton residents and the emerging arts 
and culture community. Greg started and 
fostered relationships that led to Brampton's 
participation in NXNE, CMW, and other 
music showcases along with presenting 
local artists on Brampton's biggest stages.

JESSIE HARTKE, INDEPENDENT MUSIC 
ADVOCATE, D TOUR / WAVE / HARTKE 
PRESENTS / MEADOW (KS, USA)

Jessie Hartke is 
an independent 
music advocate 
and entrepreneur 
focused on creating 
and expanding an 
inclusive, sustainable, 

and decentralized music industry in the 
mid‑west and beyond. Partnering with 
her life and business partner, Adam, the 
duo's passion for positive social impact 
is at the foundation of all they do.

As an expert in the independent music 
business, Jessie has been influential in 
championing the charge to revitalize the 
industry after a time of intense peril. She 
currently serves as co‑owner and partner 
of Hartke Presents, Wave, and The Cotillion. 
Additionally, Jessie is a founding member 
of D Tour, one of the first coast‑to‑coast 
independent music booking conglomerates.

Jessie is also co‑director of MEADOW 
(Music Ecosystems and Artist Development 
Organization of Wichita), a non‑profit entity 
focused on creating support systems and 
infrastructure for the development and 
growth of the Wichita music industry.

With a focus on growing a network of 
independent artists, venues, and promoters, 
Jessie envisions a more collaborative 
environment where individuals retain 
more power over their own destiny 
by working more closely to build a 
new industry from the ground up.

SPEAKERS



JONATHAN BUNCE,  
ARTISTIC/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
WAVELENGTH MUSIC (ON, CANADA)

Jonathan Bunce (a.k.a. 
Jonny Dovercourt) 
is a music writer, 
researcher, and concert 
presenter based in 
Toronto, who has been 
active in the city's local 

independent music community since the 
1990s. He is the co‑founder and Artistic/
Executive Director of the groundbreaking 
Wavelength Music Arts Projects, a 20+ 
year non‑profit Canadian indie music 
institution, and has also worked for arts 
organizations including the Images Festival 
and The Music Gallery. His first book, 
Any Night of the Week: A D.I.Y. History of 
Toronto Music 1957-2001, was published 
in 2020 by Coach House Books, with an 
accompanying podcast commissioned by 
the Toronto International Festival of Authors. 
His writing has also appeared in Exclaim!, 
Eye Weekly, Huffington Post, Musicworks, 
Now Magazine, and Spacing. He is currently 
working on a sectoral research project in 
collaboration with Wavelength and the 
University of Toronto's School of Cities 
entitled "Reimagining Music Venues."

KERRY JARVI, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DOWNTOWN 
HAMILTON BIA (ON, CANADA)

Kerry Jarvi is the 
Executive Director 
for the Downtown 
Hamilton Business 
Improvement Area. 
Throughout her 
career she has held 

key roles in administration, marketing and 
management of diverse industries including 
health care, manufacturing and not for 
profit. She is Chair of the Hamilton Arts 
Council, Director for the Hamilton Fringe 
Festival and a member of the board of 
directors for the Ontario BIA Association.

SPEAKERS



KEZIAH MYERS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
ADVANCE CANADA'S BLACK MUSIC 
BUSINESS COLLECTIVE (ON, CANADA)

Currently as the 
Executive Director of 
ADVANCE – Canada's 
Black Music Business 
Collective, Keziah's 
main role is to advocate 
for the betterment, 

upliftment, and retention of Black Talent 
within the music industry. Leading this 
organization, Keziah focuses on changing 
processes, creating opportunities, and 
providing resources to ADVANCE members, 
and music industry organizations. Some 
of the wins include adding more than 50 
Black employees to music companies in 
2021, increasing the number of Black Board 
members across the music industry, and 
successfully petitioning the government 
to change legislation for the betterment of 
Black people affected by the Broadcast Act.

Keziah has held positions in Label Operations 
Management and Publicity. She sits on 
Entertainment & Music Organization Boards, 
adjudicated on music juries, and is a regular 
guest presenter for Art‑Focused programs, 
colleges, universities and high schools.

Keziah stays involved, volunteers, educates, 
and advocates. Keziah has worked with 
countless artists and music creators. 
Along the way she has worked with 
Drake, Maroon 5, Kim Davis, DSVN, Boi 
1da, Savannah Re and many more.

Keziah is a wife, mother of two, 
has lived on three continents, and 
has traveled to 35 countries.

LISA LA ROCCA,  
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, SONIC 
UNYON RECORDS (ON, CANADA)

Lisa La Rocca is 
currently Director 
of Operations at 
local independent 
record label Sonic 
Unyon Records, 
which includes 

working with local musicians, as well as 
producing Hamilton's Supercrawl festival, 
and many other live music and cultural 
events year‑round. Lisa serves as a board 
member of the Downtown Hamilton BIA, 
a member of the Hamilton Arts Advisory 
Commission, and a member of Hamilton's 
Music Advisory Team. She is also a part‑time 
PhD student in the Communication and 
Culture program at York University and 
holds an M.A. in Communication and 
New Media from McMaster University.

SPEAKERS



MARK SASSO, MUSICIAN,  
ELLIOTT BROOD (ON, CANADA)

Mark Sasso is a 
founding member 
and one of two main 
songwriters in the 
Juno Award winning 
band Elliott BROOD.

Mark came to music 
as a profession after having first worked 
as a documentary film editor and graphic 
designer. It was after Elliott BROOD's 
release of their 2002 EP Tin Type that Mark 
transitioned from documentary film making 
to pursue music full time. Over the course 
of his twenty plus year career with the band 
Mark has been nominated for countless 
music awards (Juno Award Nominations 
(5), Juno Artwork (1), Polaris Prize short‑list 
2008, Genie Award nomination 2010). As 
well as touring extensively over his career 
in North America, Europe and Australia 
he continued to follow his passion for 
filmmaking and graphic design by directing 
and producing numerous videos for the 
band all while creating the album artwork for 
the bands entire catalog of album releases.

MATTHEW PETERSEN, 
PROGRAMS MANAGER, 
TRANSITMATTERS (MA, USA)

Matthew Petersen is 
an Oregonian turned 
Bay Stater, a proud 
resident of the City 
of Boston, a frequent 
passenger on the 
MBTA 57 bus, and is the 

Programs Manager for TransitMatters, 
a non‑profit organization focused on 
technical advocacy for better public transit in 
Greater Boston and Eastern Massachusetts. 
Matthew studied mechanical engineering 
at Brown University, but made the shift to 
transportation advocacy and planning work 
through volunteering at TransitMatters. His 
work has included developing wayfinding 
systems in Everett, Mass., advocating for 
improved transit services and more equitable 
fare regimes across Greater Boston, and 
working with municipalities in the region 
to better accommodate transit on city 
streets. He is passionate about equitable 
transit and the freedom that frequent 
service can give to riders, especially late 
at night and outside of peak hours.

SPEAKERS



MIKE TANNER,  
MUSIC SECTOR DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, 
CITY OF TORONTO (ON, CANADA)

Mike Tanner is the 
City of Toronto's 
Manager for Music 
Sector Development.

As part of the City's 
Film & Entertainment 
team, Mike works 

with the music community across Toronto, 
supporting the industry to help it achieve 
its potential as a major generator of 
economic benefit and a touchstone of 
Toronto's culture while advocating for 
the interests of the music business and 
musicians in policies developed at City Hall.

Mike's own experience as a musician 
includes many years performing, 
touring, and recording. Prior to joining 
the City, he was Director of Operations 
for the North by Northeast Festival.

REESE (MARISSA) TANIMURA,  
MANAGING DIRECTOR,  
NORTHWEST FOLKLIFE (WA, USA)

Reese is a 
fourth‑generation, 
Japanese American 
artist and activist; 
born on the island of 
O'ahu, raised between 
Hawai'i and Illinois, 

and migrated to Seattle in 2007. She is the 
Managing Director of Northwest Folklife, 
a Seattle‑based cultural arts and heritage 
organization, whose mission is: ‘To create 
opportunities for all to celebrate, share, and 
participate in the evolving cultural traditions 
of the Pacific Northwest.’ Since 2008, Reese 
has led the Rain City Jazz Orchestra, an 
ensemble uplifting the musical contributions 
of womxn and non‑binary individuals in jazz. 
More recently, she created an EP with newest 
project, trashyQ panda, during the few days 
she left the house in 2020. Reese served as 
Chair of the Seattle Music Commission from 
2017‑2021. She is currently on the board 
of Folk Alliance Region (FAR) – West and a 
member of the Recording Academy, sitting 
on the PNW Chapter Advocacy Committee.

SPEAKERS



SARAH FALZON,  
ASSOCIATE, TAYLOR OBALLA MURRAY 
LEYLAND LLP (ON, CANADA)

Sarah Falzon is an arts 
and entertainment 
lawyer at Taylor Oballa 
Murray Leyland LLP. 
She practices primarily 
in the areas of music 
and entertainment 

law, working with and representing artists 
and companies navigating through varying 
stages of their careers and businesses.

Sarah is a graduate of McMaster University 
(Hons. B.Sc., Mathematics & Statistics) 
and Osgoode Hall Law School (J.D.). 
During her time at Osgoode, she was 
co‑president of the Osgoode Entertainment 
and Sports Law Association, a member of 
the Mock Trial Band, and a case‑worker 
with the Innocence Project and 
Innocence Canada (formerly AIDWYC).

Sarah is a contributing author to Canadian 
Musician magazine and has been a guest 
speaker for various organizations, including 
Canadian Music Week, Canada's Music 
Incubator, Honey Jam, Law in Action 
Within Schools, and Toronto Metropolitan 
University. Sarah is a musician herself and 
has been playing the violin for over 25 years.

SIENA BEACHAM,  
MARKETING & EDUCATION MANAGER, 
MUSIC CITIES EVENTS (USA/SPAIN)

In her role as the 
Marketing & Education 
Manager at Music Cities 
Events, Siena works to 
grow the company’s 
global network, 
educate the world on 

the concept of music cities, promote the 
many event series the team produces and 
engage with leading professionals in the 
field to make cities stronger using music 
as a key tool. She is a strategic and creative 
communicator who is dedicated to working 
with cultural leaders, entrepreneurs, and 
innovators to promote equity of opportunity 
and social wellbeing for all people, especially 
those who are marginalised or underserved.

Her combined experience of eight years in 
the marketing field are also coupled with her 
work in the fashion industry, education and 
community development. Throughout her 
professional career Siena has possessed a 
true passion for using storytelling as a tool 
for empathy and progress. Siena graduated 
from Southern Methodist University with a 
Bachelor of Arts – Journalism and a Minor 
in Spanish. She also  possesses a Masters 
Degree from Universitat Internacional de 
Catalunya in Arts & Cultural Management. 
In addition, Siena is also a singer. She is 
the proud co‑founder of the San Diego 
Resistance Revival Chorus. A group of 
multi‑racial, multi‑generational singers who 
identify as female that use joy as a form of 
protest and raise their voices for change.

SPEAKERS



SOPHIA CHUE,  
SECRETARY, CITY OF DETROIT 
ENTERTAINMENT COMMISSION (MI, USA)

Born and raised in 
Kingston, Jamaica 
Sophia Chue migrated 
to The United States of 
America as a teenager. 
Ms. Chue is the Office 
Manager and Business 

Development Manager for Process Controls 
& Instrumentation (PCI) LLC, an engineering 
company in Midtown Detroit. She owns and 
operates a Professional Consulting firm, L&M 
LLC that provides event planning, promotion, 
business strategic planning and development 
consulting, in addition to other services.

Sophia serves as the Executive Director of 
the Caribbean Community Service Center, 
former Co‑Chair City of Detroit Immigration 
Taskforce, Secretary for the City of Detroit 
Entertainment Commission (DEC). She also 
serves as the Ambassador to the Caribbean 
Region for World Medical Relief. Sophia 
is a New American Leaders Alumni.

An eight‑year Veteran of the United 
States Army Sophia was deployed 
to Southeast Asia during Operations 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield.

She currently resides in Michigan and is the 
mother of two adult sons. A self‑published 
author and poet, Sophia also provides 
services as Emcee and Speaker.

STEVEN HILLIARD, 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER/EVENT 
PLANNER, HOUSE OF ADAM 
AND STEVE (ON, CANADA)

Steven is half of House 
of Adam and Steve, 
working to create 
community, support 
queer economy, 
and carve out safer 
spaces and events 

in the city of Hamilton and beyond.

Our goal is to create spaces that 
are welcoming and inclusive to all 
– havens for people of all shapes, 
colours, genders, and orientations.

We have spent the last five years working 
to resurrect the defunct queer scene 
in Hamilton, Ontario and are proud 
to be a part of the resurgence of drag 
and queer visibility in the city.

We are inspired by queerness, pop culture, 
music and share a love of the art of drag.

We believe that every person is 
entitled to an environment free from 
hate speech, violence, and predatory 
or discriminatory behaviours.

SPEAKERS



TAMMY FOX,  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
THE BURLINGTON PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTRE (ON, CANADA)

Tammy Fox has 
been immersed in 
the entertainment 
industry for over 25 
years. She spent her 
first 10 years at Port 
Hope's Capitol Theatre 

before becoming General Manager 
of Showplace Performance Centre in 
Peterborough. From 2007 to 2017 Tammy 
was owner and booking agent of Fox 
Entertainment Agency, an award‑winning 
touring agency, representing a roster of 
some of Canada's most iconic artists, such 
as Mary Walsh, Cathy Jones and Gavin 
Crawford of This Hour Hass 22 Minutes, 
Bruce McCulloch of Kids in the Hall and 
The Second City Touring Co. Fox Ent also 
represented talented musicians like Kim 
Stockwood and Lisa Brokop. Since 2017, 
Tammy has been the Executive Director 
of The Burlington Performing Arts Centre, 
a world‑class venue located in the heart 
of downtown Burlington, Ontario where 
she programs over 70 performances each 
season, in every genre. She is married 
to musician and composer Kevin Fox.

TIM POTOCIC,  
PRESIDENT / OWNER, SONIC 
UNYON RECORDS (ON, CANADA)

Tim Potocic is the 
owner and president 
of 28‑year‑old Sonic 
Unyon Records based 
in Hamilton, Ontario, 
that specialize in 
developing emerging 

talent through label and management. 
The Sonic Unyon team has also spent 
the last decade developing a live event 
business through their own music‑based 
event spaces and festivals. In 2009, Sonic 
Unyon became the organizing force behind 
Hamilton's free music and arts festival 
Supercrawl where Potocic serves as director. 
A CIMA member for over 20 years and 
current board Chair, he currently sits on 
the boards of FACTOR, and his work has 
been recognized with a Hamilton Citizen of 
the Year of the year award and a Hamilton 
Entrepreneur of the Year award. Sonic 
Unyon has grown into one of Canada's 
leading independent record companies 
releasing hundreds of recordings by a 
wide variety of acts such as Aereogramme, 
Basement Revolver, Frank Black & the 
Catholics, Cursed, Hayden, LTtheMonk, 
Ringo Deathstarr, Sam Weber, Sianspheric, 
Treble Charger, and Terra Lightfoot.

SPEAKERS



Our main event venue is Bridgeworks:  
200 Caroline St N, Hamilton, 
ON L8R 0A6, Canada. 

Parking is available on site and you can read 
more about how to reach the venue here. 

Bridgeworks is located on the ground 
level and has an accessible washroom. 
If you have any questions or special 
needs, please contact the Bridgeworks 
team at office@sonicunyon.com.

Venue Wi-Fi:  
Hamilton_Guest (no password needed).

Our Official Closing Reception will be  
held at MERIT Brewing:  
107 James St N, Hamilton, 
ON L8R 2K6, Canada.

Wed. Sept 7th  
5:45pm‑6:45pm Transportation on a loop 
from Sheraton Hamilton to Bridgeworks

8:30pm‑9:30pm Transportation on a loop 
from Bridgeworks to Sheraton Hamilton

Thursday Sept 8th 
9:00am‑10:00am Transportation on a loop 
from Sheraton Hamilton to Bridgeworks

5:00pm‑7:00pm Transportation on a loop 
from Bridgeworks to Merit Brewing

7:00pm‑9pm Transportation on a 
loop from Merit Brewing back to the 
Sheraton and to Bridgeworks.

If you'd prefer to walk, Merit Brewing 
and Bridgeworks are only 12 
minutes away from each other.

If you're driving to the event, we recommend 
leaving your car at Bridgeworks and 
then using the complimentary shuttle 
service. There are approximately 200 
street parking spaces available within two 
blocks of Bridgeworks, located curbside 
on Hess, Caroline and Tiffany north of 
Barton. There are also approximately 40 
paid parking spots in Municipal Car Park 
49 at the corner of Barton and Caroline.

ADDITIONAL INFO

VENUE INFORMATION & ACCESSIBILITY COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE TIMES

https://bridgeworks.ca/getting-here
mailto:office%40sonicunyon.com?subject=


ADDITIONAL INFO

Music Cities Events is dedicated to 
developing and enhancing socially 
responsible practices and to reducing the 
environmental impact of our global events.

All provided catering supplies are 
made of reusable materials and 
the food offer is leaning towards 
vegetarian and vegan options

We’ve also kept the number of printed items 
and gadgets to a minimum. The badge 
you’re wearing is made of laminated paper 
and the lanyard is made of recycled PET.

Please help us make this event as 
sustainable as possible by bringing your 
own water bottle and making other 
environmentally‑conscious choices.

Learn more about our commitment 
to the SDGs here.

OUR COMMITMENT TO THE UN 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

https://www.musiccitiesevents.com/what-we-stand-for


PARTNERS

BRINGING IDEAS TOGETHER TO 
CREATE BETTER MUSIC CITIES

Interested in sponsoring or 
hosting one of MCE Events?
Get in touch with Camila Anino, Business Development 
& Partnerships Manager, at camila@sounddiplomacy.com



2-5 NOVEMBER 2022

THE 11TH 
GLOBAL 
EDITION

THE LARGEST AND MOST EXTENSIVE GLOBAL 
GATHERING ON THE TOPIC OF MUSIC CITIES

TULSA, OKLAHOMA, USA

For more info and tickets visit: www.musiccitiesevents.com/mcc-tulsa

Use the code HAMILTON20 to save an extra 20% off your ticket

https://www.musiccitiesevents.com/mcc-tulsa


@MusicCitiesSD

@musiccitiesevents

Sound Diplomacy

@musiccitiesevents

www.musiccitiesevents.com

CONNECT WITH US ACROSS 
THE MCE SOCIAL CHANNELS!

TAG #MUSICCITIESFORUM TO SHARE YOUR 
EXPERIENCE WITH OTHER DELEGATES AND 
THE WIDER MUSIC CITIES EVENTS NETWORK

https://twitter.com/MusicCitiesSD
https://www.facebook.com/musiccitiesevents
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sound-diplomacy/
https://www.instagram.com/musiccitiesevents/
https://www.musiccitiesevents.com

